
We have received some questions from teachers and students about the judicial case and wanted 
to issue the following clarifications and additions: 

 

YAG High School is a public school located in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

YAG High School follows policies adopted by the New Mexico School District and has the 
following policy on student conduct: 

Student Conduct 

A student shall be defined as any person who is enrolled in an educational program provided by 
or approved by the District and carried on in premises owned or controlled by the District. 

Students shall not engage in improper behavior, including but not limited to the following: 

• Any conduct intended to obstruct, disrupt, or interfere with teaching, research, service, or 
administrative or disciplinary functions. 

• Physical abuse of or threat of harm to any person on District owned or controlled 
property or at District sponsored or supervised functions. 

• Damage or threat of damage to property of the District, regardless of the location, or to 
property of a member of the community or a visitor to the school, when such property is 
located on District controlled premises. 

• Forceful or unauthorized entry to or occupation of District facilities, including both 
buildings and grounds. 

• Unlawful use, possession, distribution, or sale of tobacco, alcohol, or drugs or other 
illegal contraband on District property or at school-sponsored functions. 

• Conduct or speech that violates commonly accepted standards of the District and that, 
under the circumstances, has no redeeming social value. 

• Failure to comply with the lawful directions of District officials or any other law 
enforcement officers acting in performance of their duties, and failure to identify 
themselves to such officials or officers when lawfully requested to do so. 

• Violation of District rules and regulations. 
• Engaging in any conduct constituting a breach of any federal, state, or city law or duly 

adopted policy of the District. 
• Carrying or possessing a weapon on school grounds. 

In addition to the general rules set forth above, students shall be expected to obey all policies and 
regulations focusing on student conduct adopted by the District.  Students shall not engage in any 
activities prohibited herein, nor shall they refuse to obey any order given by a member of the 
faculty or staff who is attempting to maintain public order. 



Any student who violates these policies and regulations may be subject to discipline up to 
expulsion, in addition to other civil and criminal prosecution.  These punishments may be in 
addition to any customary discipline that the District presently dispenses. 

Local law enforcement shall be notified by the Superintendent regarding any suspected crime 
against a person or property that is a serious offense, involves a deadly weapon or dangerous 
instrument or that could pose a threat of death or serious injury to employees, students or others 
on school property. 

 

YAG High School follows policies adopted by the New Mexico School District and has the 
following policy on searches: 

Searches 

School property assigned to a student and a student's person or property while under the 
authority of the public schools are subject to search, and items found are subject to seizure, in 
accordance with the requirements below. 

Notice of search policy.  Students shall be given reasonable notice, through distribution of 
written policies or otherwise, of each school's policy on searches at the beginning of each school 
year or upon admission for students entering during the school year. 

Who may search.  Certificated school personnel, school security personnel and school bus 
drivers are "authorized persons" to conduct searches when a search is permissible as set forth 
below.  An authorized person who is conducting a search may request the assistance of some 
other person, who upon consent becomes an authorized person for the purpose of that search 
only. 

When search permissible.  Unless Local School Board policy provides otherwise, an authorized 
person may conduct a search when he or she has a reasonable suspicion that a crime or other 
breach of disciplinary rules is occurring or has occurred.  An administrative authority may direct 
or conduct a search under the same conditions and also when he or she has reasonable cause to 
believe that a search is necessary to help maintain school discipline. 

Conduct of searches; witnesses.  The following requirements govern the conduct of permissible 
searches by authorized persons: 

• School property, including lockers and school buses, may be searched with or without 
students present unless a local school board or administrative authority provides 
otherwise.  When students are not present for locker searches, another authorized person 
shall serve as a witness whenever possible.  Locks furnished by students should not be 
destroyed unless a student refuses to open one or circumstances otherwise render such 
action necessary in the judgment of the administrative authority. 

• Student vehicles when on campus or otherwise under school control and students' 
personal effects which are not within their immediate physical possession may be 
searched in accordance with the requirements for locker searches. 



 

• Physical searches of a student's person may be conducted only by an authorized person. 
The extent of the search must be reasonably related to the infraction, and the search must 
not be excessively intrusive in light of the student's age and sex and the nature of the 
infraction. Strip searches are inappropriate without approval of school district counsel. 

Seizure of items. Illegal items, legal items which threaten the safety or security of others and 
items which are used to disrupt or interfere with the educational process may be seized by 
authorized persons.  Seized items shall be released to appropriate authorities or a student's parent 
or returned to the student when and if the administrative authority deems appropriate. 

Notification of law enforcement authorities.  Unless a local school board policy provides 
otherwise, an administrative authority shall have discretion to notify the local children's court 
attorney, district attorney or other law enforcement officers when a search discloses illegally 
possessed contraband material or evidence of some other crime or delinquent act. 

The administration has the right to search and seize property, including school property 
temporarily assigned to students, when there is reasonable suspicion that a crime or other breach 
of disciplinary rules is occurring or has occurred. 

Items provided by the District for storage (e.g., lockers, desks) of personal items are provided as 
a convenience to the student but remain the property of the school and are subject to its control 
and supervision.  (Students have no reasonable expectancy of privacy, and lockers, desks, 
storage areas, etc., may be inspected at any time with or without reason, or with or without 
notice, by school personnel.) 


